In the woodcut, which gives a side view of the female pelvis, we notice an anatomical error which is seen in several other books. The posterior lip of the uterus is made longer and more projecting than the anterior. This ought to be reversed.
M. Colombat gives a Chapter on the best mode of examining the female generative organs by the touch and by the speculum. He speaks favourably of the standing posture, with the body bent forward to relax the muscles, for ascertaining the size, weight, direction and elevation of the womb. There can be no doubt that the influence of gravity which is obtained in this position is of great use in the physical examination of the womb, and we are much in the habit of practising it. The horizontal posture, which is too exclusively adopted in this country, frequently effaces for a time some of the diseases, which are felt only in the standing pos- These are most desirable advantages, and, in our own experience, the pommon cylindrical speculum, either of metal, or, as we prefer it, of glass, is the most simple, useful, and easily-applied instrument that we know of. It is quite sufficient for the examination of the cervix and vagina in most of the diseases of these structures, and for the application of local remedies for their relief. Sometimes we find the metallic two or three bladed speculum of use, when we want to expand the upper part of the vagina, so as to get room to twist off a small polypus for instance, or to get at a vesico-vaginal fistula, &c. One of the practical difficulties which is met with in the exploration with the speculum, is to get the cervix nicely Within its cylinder, and, for correcting any difficulty in this respect, M. Colombat has invented a kind of concave lever, with which he can draw this part within the speculum. We have seen other contrivances for this Purpose, such as a long hole in one part of a metallic tube, or a moveable shutter, which may be drawn out of the speculum, and thus allow a finger to enter and reach* and redress the cervix. We usually find that a little patience, with a previous arrangement of position, according to the circumstances of the case, will generally be sufficient to effect this purpose, with the ordinary cylindrical glass speculum without these mechanical complications. With reference to the position of the patient, either the back or side, or in some cases on the elbows and knees, on an ordinary bed somewhat raised, have each their facilities for exploration, and ought to be selected according to the peculiarities of the case. We have frequently adopted with advantage the half-sitting, lialf-reclined posture, with the pelvis brought to the extreme edge of a chair, and the trunk thrown back-wards, especially when we have had to perform the very useful little operation of scarifying the cervix, which may in this way be completed without any mess or trouble. Before quitting this subject, we have a word to say upon the reputed indelicacy of the use of the speculum. " 
